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Board of Supervisors
County of Prince George, Virginia

Resolution

At a regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Prince George
held in the Boardroom, Third Floor, County Administration Building, 6602 Courts Drive,
Prince George, Virginia this 9" day of August, 2016:

Present: Yote:
William A. Robertson, Jr., Chairman

Jerry J. Skalsky, Vice-Chairman

Alan R. Carmichael

Donald R. Hunter

T.J. Webb

C-8

On motion of , seconded by , which carried
unanimously, the following Resolution was adopted:

RESOLUTION; PROCLAMATION; DESIGNATING
SEPTEMBER AS HYDROCEPHALUS AWARENESS MONTH
IN PRINCE GEORGE COUNTY

WHEREAS, Hydrocephalus is a condition that has no cure with the primary
characteristic being an accumulation of cerebrospinal fluid in the brain resulting in
abnormal widening of ventricles in the brain, causing harmful pressure which can be fatal
if untreated; and

WHEREAS, There are two primary types of hydrocephalus, congenital, appearing
at birth, and acquired, which develops at birth or some point afterward; and

WHEREAS, The exact number of people who develop hydrocephalus or who are
currently living with it is difficult to determine because there is no national registry of the
individuals who have the condition; experts estimate that it affects more than one million
Americans; and

WHEREAS, Currently the only treatment for hydrocephalus is the surgical
insertion of a shunt system that diverts the flow of cerebrospinal fluid to another area of
the body where is can join the normal circulatory process; and

WHEREAS, In 2009, the United States Congress passed a Resolution designating
the month of September as National Hydrocephalus Awareness Month; and
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WHEREAS, Prince George County joins the Virginia community of the
Hydrocephalus Association, and the National Hydrocephalus Association in conjunction
with leaders from professional, community, and medical-based organizations, in
increasing public awareness of hydrocephalus and the needs of families, resulting in
better health for all individuals;

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Prince George County Board of

Supervisors that Prince George County designates September 2016 as Hydrocephalus
Awareness Month in Prince George County.

A Copy Teste:

Percy C. Ashcraft
County Administrator



Resolution; Proclamation; Designating September as
Hydrocephalus Awareness Month in Prince George County

WHEREAS, Hydrocephalus is a condition that has no cure with the primary characteristic being
an accumulation of cerebrospinal fluid in the brain resulting in abnormal widening of ventricles
in the brain, causing harmful pressure which can be fatal if untreated; and

WHEREAS, there are two primary types of hydrocephalus, congenital, appearing at birth, and
acquired, which develops at birth or some point afterward; and

WHEREAS, the exact number of people who develop hydrocephalus or who are currently living
with it is difficult to determine because there is no national registry of the individuals who have
the condition; experts estimate that it affects more than one million Americans; and

WHEREAS, currently the only treatment for hydrocephalus is the surgical insertion of a shunt
system that diverts the flow of cerebrospinal fluid to another area of the body where is can join
the normal circulatory process; and

WHEREAS, in 2009, the United States Congress passed a Resolution designating the month of
September as National Hydrocephalus Awareness Month; and

WHEREAS, Prince George County joins the Virginia community of the Hydrocephalus
Association, and the National Hydrocephalus Association in conjunction with leaders from
professional, community, and medical-based organizations, in increasing public awareness of
hydrocephalus and the needs of families, resulting in better health for all individuals;

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Prince George County Board of Supervisors
that Prince George County designates September 2016 as Hydrocephalus Awareness Month in
Prince George County.
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In the House of Representatives, U. §S.,
July 29, 2009.

Whereas Hydrocephalus is a serious neurological condition, characterized by the
abnormal buildup of cerebrospinal fluids in the ventricles of the brain;

Whereas Hydrocephalus may cause head enlargement, blurred vision or blindness,
seizures, impaired physical development, learning disabilities, progressive
irreversible damage to the nerve cells in the brain, and even death;

Whereas this serious neurological condition may occur at any age, and affects an
estimated 1,000,000 people in the United States;

Whereas 1 out of every 500 children in the United States are born with hydrocephalus,
and the condition is the leading cause of brain surgery in children;

Whereas more than 375,000 older adults in the United States suffer from
hydrocephalus, the condition often goes undetected for years in older adults,
causing such problems as difficulty walking and urinary incontinence, and may be
misdiagnosed as dementia, Alzheimer's disease, or Parkinson's disease;

Whereas the standard treatment for hydrocephalus, insertion of a shunt to drain excess
cerebral fluid, is a 50-year-old technology that carries multiple risks, including
shunt failure, infection, and overdrainage;

Whereas each year cerebral spinal fluid shunting procedures account for approximately
$1,000,000,000 in health care spending in the United Sates alone, with half that
amount spent on shunt revisions;

Whereas more than 40,000 operations for hydrocephalus occur annually in the United
States, yet there are fewer than 10 centers in the Nation specializing in the
treatment of adults with hydrocephalus;

Whereas although there is no single known cause of hydrocephalus or ways to prevent
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and cure the condition, with the appropriate diagnosis and proper treatment,
individuals with hydrocephalus are able to lead full and productive lives;

Whereas proper prenatal nutrition during the first weeks of conception can also help
reduce the risk of children developing hydrocephalus;

Whereas a September 2005 conference sponsored by the National Institutes of Health,
entitled “Hydrocephalus: Myths, New Facts, Clear Directions”, resulted in efforts
to initiate new, collaborative research and treatment efforts;

Whereas further research into the epidemiology, pathophysiology, disease burden, and
improved treatment of hydrocephalus should be conducted and supported,
including the collection and analysis of statistics and data concerning the
seriousness of hydrocephalus and its impact on families in the United States;

Whereas public awareness, professional education, and scientific research regarding
hydrocephalus should increase through partnerships between the Federal
Government, health care professionals, and patient advocacy groups, such as the
Pediatric Hydrocephalus Foundation;

Whereas these public-private partnerships would ensure that individuals suffering with
hydrocephalus and their families are empowered with educational materials,
informed about the latest research, have access to quality health care, and are able
to advocate for increased research and funding in order advance the public's
understanding of the condition, improve the diagnosis and treatment of
hydrocephalus, and one day, find a cure; and

Whereas September would be an appropriate month to designate as “National
Hydrocephalus Awareness Month” Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representatives supports the designation of “National
Hydrocephalus Awareness Month”’.
~ e
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